European Network for public services

Meeting of Geneva 26 and 27 of october 2006

Communication

United, in Europe, for the defense and the development of public services

We, Trade Unions, citizens associations, NGO, local elected Councillors, network

and public services campaigners from all Europe, gathered in Geneva during the

26th and 27th of october 2006, in the continuity and spirit of the social forum.

In a general context of neoliberal policies against public services in each country,

privatisation and liberalisation, decided on european and world level (services

directives, sectorial directives, GATS…).

We reassert our commitment taken during the last social forum in Athens, expressed

by the Athens statement

• Considering that unified and solidarity based struggles can build resistances and

victories against neoliberal policies,

• Considering that public services bear universal values and create a permanent

social link,

• Considering that competition and marketisation cannot not be the corner stone of

the european construction

We decide

• To reaffirm and reinforce our links by building and widening the the european

network dedicated to the defense and development of public services,

• To relay and share information about the domestic campaigns conducted by the

members of this network

• To organise twining cooperations of our organizations, sector by sector

• To organise in autumn 2007, a social forum dedicated to public services, aiming to

change the course of privatisation policies on a European and National level and to

propose an alternative european

construction in which public services would have a central role

• To promote the awareness and the mobilisation around the services directive wich

is to be voted in a final – and harmful - version by the European Parliament the 14th

of november

• To support and promote the current struggle against the postal directive wich is to

be voted by the european council the 14th of december

• To propose european mobilisations in respect with each organisation independence

of decision

To work on the forum’s preparation, our European Network will gather again in

Geneva between the 5th and 7th of january 2007
