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ESF Malmé 2008, September 2t Hands off our common welfare!

Following the Athens statement at the ESF 2006Hhatseen the creation of the European NetworRdibtic Services,
We, citizens, members of trade unions, non governmtal organisations and local authorities gatheredn the fifth
European Social Forum in Malmd, declare:

- We observe that European policies carry on attgckemmon welfare and public services through liligaion and
privatisation, creating more precariousness anaiu@ss within EU and in candidate countries. Theskcies
undermine democracy, denying the rights of theeits to participate and control public services. d&sounce the
corporate driven agenda of EU which benefits tomgmational companies instead of general intefE@se. crisis
currently sweeping over the world is showing, mibian ever, the dire consequences of neoliberatipsli

- This offensive on public services shows its indffemess for the users, including migrants: Priaes going up,
quality and access are going down. Territorial andial inequalities are deepened. Furthermore, aveilebour
rights are threatened as they are considered gersap competition.

- We denounce the position of the European Commisaiwh national governments which stalled on adopéing
framework directive in spite of a large mobilisatigathering trade unions, political parties anzeits.

- In spite of the failure of the Doha round and GAT&gotiations in the WTO, the European Union goes)porting
its neoliberal views under the “Global Europe” &gy which is a threat for non EU countries, asréates unfair
trade “partnerships” via bilateral trade agreemeriisis strategy also affects European citizens tthéring
deregulation and undermining social rights wittia EU.

- Facing the climate crisis emergency, the extensigrublic services should be a tool to link theigtiies for a public
control on services with the struggles of environtabEmovements. Public services are an efficiersmado control
the use of natural resources, energy at the fiestep For these reasons the mobilisations on dincatinge in
December 2009 in Copenhagen give us the opporttimityuild bridges and new alliances between tragiens,
NGOs, associations and people promoting new siesteg

We are convinced that a large coalition is possibleetween trade unions, NGO'’s, political parties anctitizens’
organisations in every country and on a European iel. Democratizing public services is a corner st@nof an
inclusive European Social Model.

For these reasons:

- We call for a mobilisation on the common welfaraéssue, to coordinate our struggles at the Europealevel,
specifically addressing the European institutions.

- We propose to organize an event before the Europe elections, bringing up the common welfare at theore of
the debate on social Europe. We take the commitmeid challenge the platforms of the candidates to Eapean
Parliament on common welfare by all means, includig a questionnaire.

- We support and promote information campaigns to dfend, improve and democratize public services, buging
an assessment about the inefficiency of privatisatn policies regarding prices and quality of service as well as
employment.

- We support the local and global struggles againgirivatisation and its effects. Today we support th struggles
for their dignity of the workers of Alitalia and express our solidarity to the workers of Olympic Airlines. We also
salute the campaign of Leipzig’s citizens to defenttheir public services by asking for a referendum.



